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This volume contains a vibrant set of insightful essays which
examine the array of challenges facing the Obama administration,
and the president himself. Topics range from how best to manage
a ruptured economy to controlling the budget, the green agenda,
foreign policy and the recalibration of US relations with the
UK, along with sections on presidential leadership, elections,
healthcare and food poverty. The common theme throughout is the
issue of governing in a fractured, fractious political environment,
and the difﬁculties that accompany this. Contributing scholars are
based at both US and UK academic institutions, and so a range
of informed perspectives are offered throughout this engaging
work. Packed with detail and yet highly accessible, this volume
will appeal to those interested in American politics, history and the
political process.
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“

Harrington and her colleagues
have brought fresh eyes and analytic
heft to the issues facing Americans
and their government. Theoretically
grounded and substantively sound –
with a refreshing emphasis on policy
rather than personality – this volume
is an essential starting point for those
researching, or just remembering, the
Obama administration and its efforts to
shape history.
Andrew Rudalevige, Thomas
Brackett Reed Professor of
Government, Bowdoin College,
Maine

“

In this very well-edited volume,
Clodagh Harrington assembles a team
of eminent contributors from both sides
of the Atlantic to provide an informative,
insightful and important analysis of
American political leadership in the
current era of partisan polarization. Their
fluent and accessible contributions are
up to date and on the mark. This is a
book that deserves a wide readership, in
both the United States and Europe.
Iwan Morgan, Professor of
US Studies and Head of US
Programmes at the Institute of
the Americas, University College
London
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